
MILITARY CUSTOMS

Knowing common military traditions, customs and courtesies can help you feel more comfortable visiting your service
member or attending a.

As such, they're always addressed politely, using sir or ma'am. They are also thought to enhance esprit de
corps. This practice gradually became a way of showing respect, and, in early American history, sometimes
involved removing the hat. If you don't know the answer to a superior's question, you will never gowrong with
the response, "I don't know, sir or ma'am , but I'll find out. By , the motion was modified to touching the hat,
and since then, it has become the hand salute used today. Speak with your own voice. Courteous behavior
provides a basis for developing good human relations. There are military customs that have specific purposes.
For example, punctuality is a custom and tardiness is not tolerated. The strongest and most experienced
warriors were given the place of honour right to allow them easy access to their weapons. Military courtesy is
an extension and a formalization of courtesies practiced in a culture's everyday life. The salute is widely
misunderstood outside the military. All military enlisted personnel in uniform are required to salute when they
meet and recognize a commissioned or warrant officer, except when it is inappropriate or impractical for
example, if you're carrying something using both hands. The tradition has extended to include the corridors
and hallways of buildings depending on the situation , and it is mostly an obeisance, but it still serves a useful
purpose aboard ships especially submarines. The salute is founded on military custom deeply rooted in
tradition and is a symbol of respect and a sign of comradeship. Salutes are returned by persons saluted except
when in civilian clothes or when in uniform but uncovered without headdress. The author is a military
historian and staff officer at Zambia Army headquarters. Another military custom is coming to attention.
Knights in armor raised visors with the right hand when meeting a comrade. Public display of affection and
appearing encumbered e. In the United States Navy, "bracing" is the practice of bracing one's self against the
bulkhead wall at the position of attention as a superior officer walks by. According to Field Manual  Unlike
many other professions, the military profession is both a calling and a way of life. Military courtesies may also
be adopted by paramilitary organizations. Tip: The way you salute says a lot about you as a military member.
When you hear the command "At ease" in a dining facility, remain seatedand silent and continue eating unless
directed otherwise. Warning: If you're attending Army or Navy basic training, do not address your training
instructor as sir or ma'am. Never run indoors or pretend you don't hear while driving, for example to avoid
participating in reveille or retreat raising or lowering of the U. They are the top dogs. October Learn how and
when to remove this template message Military courtesy is one of the defining features of a professional
military force. In other words, don't say something like, "Sir, I have to go to the bathroom, sir. Enlisted
personnel are expected to be courteous to officers, and officers are expected to return the courtesy. If a junior
salutes a group of seniors, the senior most in the group returns the salute simultaneously. Customs A custom is
an established practice. Some military customs are established by regulation, and you can be punished even
sent to jail for disregarding them, while others are unwritten, but obeyed just the same. Military courtesy
means good manners and politeness in dealing with other people. This is guaranteed to result in a loud tirade
abouthow they work for a living. Courteous behavior provides a basis for developing good human relations.
When an officer enters a room, the first enlisted person to recognize the officer calls personnel in the room to
attention but does not salute. Theft and fighting in the Zambia Army are equally taboo and serious enough to
warrant a dishonourable discharge. Never turn and walk away to avoid giving the hand salute.


