
HOW TO WRITE A LITERATURE THESIS STATEMENT

This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how thesis statements out the following assignment in a class on the
American novel: Write an analysis of.

A thesis is an interpretation of a question or subject, not the subject itself. Writers use all kinds of techniques
to stimulate their thinking and to help them clarify relationships or comprehend the broader significance of a
topic and arrive at a thesis statement. A thesis is the result of a lengthy thinking process. This final thesis
presents a way of interpreting evidence that illuminates the significance of the question. After a brief
introduction of your topic, you state your point of view on the topic directly and often in one sentence. Now
you write: In Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain develops a contrast between life on the river and life on the
shore. In college, course assignments often ask you to make a persuasive case in writing. But the question did
not ask you to summarize; it asked you to analyze. Compare this to the original weak thesis. These sample
thesis statements are provided as guides, not as required forms or prescriptions. Note that the work, author,
and character to be analyzed are identified in this thesis statement. The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers.
Ramage, John D. This final thesis statement presents an interpretation of a literary work based on an analysis
of its content. If your thesis and the body of your essay do not seem to go together, one of them has to change.
New York: Pearson,  The topic, however, is a general idea of the essay. The Longman Handbook for Writers
and Readers. What does it signify? Ruszkiewicz, John J. What is a thesis statement? Even if you do not have
time to get advice elsewhere, you can do some thesis evaluation of your own. Bean, and June Johnson. The
second sentence further elaborates this thesis. Included in this working thesis is a reason for the war and some
idea of how the two sides disagreed over this reason. For more ideas on how to get started, see our handout on
brainstorming. Thesis statements that are too vague often do not have a strong argument. The St. Thesis
Statements What this handout is about This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how thesis
statements work in your writing, and how you can craft or refine one for your draft. Note how the thesis
statement classifies the form of the work writings by immigrants and identifies the characteristics of that form
of writing tradition, adaptation, and identity that the essay will discuss. In title of work , author uses literary
device to accomplish, develop, illustrate, strengthen element of work. You look again at the evidence, and you
decide that you are going to argue that the North believed slavery was immoral while the South believed it
upheld the Southern way of life. Is my thesis statement specific enough? Now, push your comparison toward
an interpretationâ€”why did one side think slavery was right and the other side think it was wrong? In title of
work , author uses an important part of work as a unifying device for one element , another element , and
another element. It gives a gist of the thoughts a writer expresses in his essay. Does my essay support my
thesis specifically and without wandering? Remember, always reassess and revise your writing as necessary.
The thesis statement in turn elaborates evidences to support to the topic.


