
WHAT IS THE BEST WAY FOR SOCIETY TO PROTECT CONSUMER OF

PRESCRIPTION MEDICINES

Question 3: What is the best way for society to protect consumers of prescription medicines? Specifically, what are the
appropriate roles for pharmaceutical.

Some theories of global justice posit that members of wealthier states have moral obligations to consider the
welfare of individuals in poorer states in their internal decision making Beitz, , but other observers have
questioned the extent to which such duties can exist Nagel,  The graph shows two relevant periods: to and to 
Various stakeholders have different concepts of the value of a drug and what a fair price for it would be. In ,
61 percent of the respondents in a poll assigned the issue a top priority KFF, a , with another survey ranking it
first among domestic issues requiring priority action from the U. In contrast with the market for most
household goods, in which consumers are the primary decision makers, consumers wield relatively modest
influence over decisions related to medicines. This type of arbitrary and unpredictable inflation is not
sustainable. Individuals without prescription drug plans self-pay and are unable to take advantage of the lower
prices that can be negotiated by large insurers or PBMs Danzon,  Proportional change in real per capita
spending by sector before dark blue bars and after light blue bars  The problem: Endless patents To encourage
innovation and allow pharmaceutical companies to recoup their expenses, the federal government grants year
patents on new drugs that give companies the exclusive right to market the medication. More than half of all
people in the United States routinely use prescription drugs, and 15 percent of the population regularly takes
five or more drugs Kantor et al. Isoproterenol is a drug that is no longer protected by a patent. The question is
whether market forces in the biopharmaceutical sector work effectively enough to ensure true competition and
prevent excessive profits that otherwise might have been passed on to patients. Encouraging and enforcing
high-quality standards for medications must also be an industry imperative. For example, a woman in the
initial stage of treatment for one type of breast cancer may take cytotoxic chemotherapy drugs and a
monoclonal antibody a specialty drug along with anti-nausea drugs and perhaps an antidepressant. The
promise of generic medications is getting further from reality each day. On the other hand, maintaining these
functions makes it possible for individuals to pursue a broad range of opportunities that society may offer
them. The Part D benefit is voluntary and is purchased through commercial insurance providers approved by
the federal government. These issues are not entirely unique to the United States; however, a major challenge
in the United States is that the market is exceptionally large and highly fragmented. To understand this
concern among the public, consider, again as just one example, the case of the leukemia drug imatinib
Gleevec. Congress Politico,  The counterargument is focused on whether people in the rest of the world,
particularly in high-income countries, also have any obligations to boost their research, development, and
investments that lead to global health benefits. The dynamics of the biopharmaceutical supply chain reflect the
actions of profit-seeking enterprises operating within an extremely complex array of privileges and constraints
set by the government. This is a reality that many patients face when medical expenses consume much of their
gross income. Another form of market failure relates to externalities, which occur when an economic activity
such as the purchase or sale of a product has costs or benefits for others not directly involved in the
transaction. As described above, drugs become available only after a long process of discovery, development,
approval, manufacturing, and marketing, and might be unavailable because they have not been discovered and
developed or because of a failure in the supply system. That work is increasingly funded by taxpayers. No
materials were discarded from consideration based purely on financial or other connections that their authors
may have had with participants in the biopharmaceutical sector or other interested parties; however, this
circumstance was considered in interpreting such materials. Yet, unlike providers of most consumer goods and
services, they are at times delivering lifesaving products to highly vulnerable individuals. The principal
conflict is between two desirable objectives: 1 making drugs affordable from the standpoint of patients and
society, and 2 making new drugs available from research and development efforts. This linkage between
access to health care and equality of opportunity is a major argument for certain policies, such as those that
provide government subsidies to increase the affordability of health care. I help the University of Utah hospital
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system manage its drug budgets and medication use policies, and in I got sticker shock. Generic medications
can provide great benefits for patients and health systems when there is adequate competition and quality.


