
PURITAN BELIEFS

Puritans' efforts contributed to both civil war in England and the founding of colonies in America. Learn more about
Puritanism, its history, and beliefs.

Meanwhile, the New Model Army , which had defeated the royalist forces, feared that the Assembly and
Parliament would reach a compromise with King Charles that would destroy their gains for Puritanism, so it
seized power and turned it over to its hero, Oliver Cromwell. According to Puritan teachings, God promised
Adam, Eve and all of their children eternal life if they obeyed the rules he set out for them. Those who
baptized infants understood it through the lens of covenant theology, believing that baptism had replaced
circumcision as a sign of the covenant and marked a child's admission into the visible church. Being chosen
meant that a person had found the path to salvation, which included "ecstatic intimacy with the divine. The
Puritan migration was overwhelmingly a migration of families unlike other migrations to early America,
which were composed largely of young unattached men. For Puritans, only God put someone on earth, so only
God could take him out of it. Being seen in public with another man could get a Puritan woman in trouble. For
Puritans, their strong beliefs in God and doctrine translated into a strict adherence to rules on earth. Stout, "For
God's Word to function freely, and for each member to feel an integral part of the church's operations, each
congregation must be self-sufficient, containing within itself all the offices and powers necessary for
self-regulation. While the Puritans were united in their goal of furthering the English Reformation, they were
always divided over issues of ecclesiology and church polity , specifically questions relating to the manner of
organizing congregations, how individual congregations should relate with one another and whether
established national churches were scriptural. The Puritans were the first to write books for children, and to
discuss the difficulties in communicating with them. The Puritans had strict codes of sexually appropriate
behavior. Therefore, one cannot assume that baptism produces regeneration. A number of radical Puritan
groups appeared, including the Levelers , the Diggers , the Fifth Monarchy Men , and the Quakers the only
one of lasting significance. The Covenant of Grace is the origin of the Puritan code of ethics. Puritans took the
concept of Original Sin to mean total depravity. They emphasized a redemptive piety. What many of us
remember about the Puritans is reflective of the modern definition of the term and not of the historical
account. Puritan beliefs also emphasized an adherence to rules. To the Puritans, people were not only sinful,
but there was no horrendous crime people were not capable of committing. Since the people were not
spending their time idly indulged in trivialities, they were left with two godly diversions. In those days, fathers
were the head of the household. There was no margin for error. Much like small claims court today, courts in
Puritan times would try to find out who was at fault and then rectify the problem. Puritans believed in
unconditional election and irresistible grace â€”God's grace was given freely without condition to the elect and
could not be refused. At a time when other Americans were physically blazing trails through the forests, the
Puritans efforts in areas of study were advancing our country intellectually. Actions spoke louder than words,
so actions had to be constantly controlled.


