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by Nathaniel Hawthorne Literary Devices in The House of the Seven Gables Hawthorne helps us out with this one by
putting it right there in the title!.

Generations of Pyncheons have come and gone, and the family has suffered many sorrows; a claim to an
extensive tract of land in Maine remains unsubstantiated; a Pyncheon turned Tory during the Revolution, but
he repented in time to save the house from confiscation; and a cousin of the present leading Pyncheon, Judge
Jaffrey, has been convicted of murdering his uncle and has been sent to prison. For this, he was hanged and it
was rumored that Pyncheon was responsible for it because he wanted the land for himself. Themes are the
fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. By using the present tense, one feels as if he
were within the story as it unfolds before him. A natural lover of beauty, he responds most strongly to the
young and pretty Phoebe. When Holgrave finishes his story, Phoebe is shocked, appearing to be in a trance
similar to that which afflicted Alice Pyncheon, but Holgrave soon snaps her out of it. Consequently, this
blindness to reality is presented in Hepzibah's near-sightedness. Like all of hawthorns works he exploits the
evils of the puritan heart in is Romantic Fantasy. The projecting upper stories cast "shadowed frowns";
darkness, in fact, penetrates the house very soon indeed, especially in the character of Colonel Pyncheon,
wearing in death "a frown on his dark and massive countenance. Clifford begins to rely on Phoebe for his
sustenance. Although he was highly esteemed for his wealth and high position, legend has it that he usurped
the land on which his house stood from a poor fellow named Matthew Maule. When an organ-grinder stops
and plays for him, Clifford suddenly goes into hysterics and nearly jumps off of the balcony. There is a certain
suggestion in the novel, though, that the humanity and dignity of the house are inseparable from its troubles;
this suggestion is found in the contrasting images of light and dark. He even muses on the actual state of a
supposed criminal, hypothetically describing a situation such as the one he now faces. Soon after Matthew
Maule refused to sell the property to Colonel Pyncheon, he was charged with witchcraft and burned; Colonel
Pyncheon led the charge against him, and thus acquired the property. Isolation can draw out life from a being.
However, his conversations with the passengers are fanciful and often indicate his tenuous grip on reality. The
House of the seven Gables is located in the average New England town on a very rich street. Clifford
Pyncheon was another victim of the greed of his cousin Judge Jaffrey Pyncheon. However, every generation
or so another Pyncheon appeared who seemed to possess Colonel Pyncheon's characteristics and would instill
hope that the Pyncheons would return to their former glory once more. When she sees her cousin Judge Jaffrey
Pyncheon , she retreats back into the house. He plays up the novel by embellishing it with mischief like the
disappearing skeleton hand and ghost who plays the harpsichord. Envious of the fine location, Colonel
Pyncheon had helped convict the house's owner of witchcraft and was instrumental in having him hanged. The
house itself symbolizes the human heart. She had a boarder named Holgrave. At his housewarming party,
Colonel Pyncheon, the socially noted owner of the house was mysteriously found dead in one of the rooms.
Although one cannot undo what have already been done, he can still strive to break the curse, and free himself
from the spiral of sin. He also attempts to kiss Phoebe, an action that she sternly refuses. With this, one
particularly feels the relevance of the irony of his novel today. The long line of Pyncheons struggled to keep
the land from their rivals. They are poor, non-puritan, and not well respected. He acquired the property
through dubious means: the property on which the house was built was originally owned by Matthew Maule ,
a relatively obscure man who was often called a wizard. Through all the generations, the portrait of the
Colonel has brooded over the house, its features seeming to mingle with the sunshine of the passing hour.
From the beginning of the novel, we are told that nothing beautiful and "good" will ever grow around the
House of the Seven Gables, even though many critics have seen "Alice's posies" which we will discuss later as
a symbol of renewal. As the house and its inhabitants have decayed, the elm tree has grown almost as though
it were nourished by the decay of the Pyncheon family. The connection between the past and the present is the
most pressing of Hawthorne's concerns in The House of the Seven Gables, which begins with the checkered
history of the eponymous house. She dotes on him, for he needed so much love and had received so little.
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Clifford and Hepzibah leave the train at a desolate town. For instance, the withered with odd markings
symbolize the fading eminence and odd traits of the Pyncheon family. Her visit to the gloomy mansion is one
where she makes living almost bearable to an ordinary person by drastically lightning up the atmosphere of
the mansion. You may also like. Although storm and sunshine have constituted the history of the house, the
darkness of the ominous storm is prevalent, as "the venerable mansion. The story presents us with several
themes. Without Phoebe, Clifford becomes extremely depressed.


