
WRITING ABOUT DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS IN STATA

The univar command was written by John R. Gleason and appears in the Stata Technical Bulletin # You can download
univar from within Stata by typing.

You can also use pivot tables. It is the simple mean of the squared distance from the mean. The main
advantage of writing a do-file is that you can always reuse most of it on different projects, with only a few
tweaks; if you use Stata by point and click commands, you will be condemned to start from scratch every
time. It is a roughly test for normality in the data by dividing it by the SE. Tabstat The tabstat command
displays summary statistics for a series of numeric variables in one table, possibly broken down on
conditioned by another variable. The example is built the same way the tabulate example was. The median is
the number in the middle. The way you look at your data depends on the type of questions you want to ask;
the clearer your question, the more specific your analysis can be. This workshop is designed to teach you
syntax, rather than point and click commands. The result window looks like this: The second line tells Stata to
do the same, but to split the sample between male and female. The summarize command returns mean,
standard deviation, minimum, maximum and frequency. Each cell represents the average SAT score for a
student according to gender and major. If the number of cases is odd the median is the single value, for an
even number of cases the median is the average of the two numbers in the middle. In subsequent examples, we
will look at men and women, smokers and non-smokers, physically active or not. The results are in the same
format, however this returns subsample i. You can also use the tabulate, summarize command to create a
quick four-way summary statistics table. For example, if you wanted to look at patterns of daily fruit and
vegetable consumption for men and women with different smoking habits, you could create a table for that:
The result seems to show a certain pattern: smokers look like they eat less fruit and vegetables than
non-smokers, and women seem to eat more fruit and vegetable than men, on average [3]. The way to read this
table is simple: a female respondent who does not engage in more than 15 minutes of daily activity and has
never smoked a whole cigarette eats on average 5. With the by option, tabstat resembles tabulate used with its
summarize option in that both report statistics of varlist for the different values of varname. There are many
good interenet sources for supplementary readings on creating summary statistics in Stata. Summary statistics
in STATA Once you have a dataset ready to analyze [1] , the first step of any good empirical project should be
to create summary statistics. This is the result: Notice how we also get the total, so if you are interested in the
split samples and the total, no need to do both separately. According to Peter Westfall, that view is not quite
correct. The current view of kurtosis argues that it measures the peak of a distribution. Exploring data using
pivot tables To explore the data by groups you can sort the columns for the variables you want for example
gender, or major or country, etc. In these examples we have focused on splitting the sample by province, but
any categorical variable can be used. Say you want to know how many of the women in the sample smoked
over cigarettes in their life: Summarize Once you have tabulated your data, you can start looking at summary
statistics other than frequency. For example a female student with an econ major has an average SAT score of
cell B5 in the picture while a male student also with an econ major has B6.


