
A CRITICISM OF BARN BURNING BY WILLIAM FAULKNER

â€œBarn Burningâ€• is a sad story because it very clearly shows the classical struggle between the â€œprivilegedâ€•
and the â€œunderprivilegedâ€• classes. The first two are Colonel Sartoris Snopes (â€œSartyâ€•) and his father Abner
Snopes (â€œAbâ€•). Sartyâ€™s dilemma and Abâ€™s frustrations.

Here the finer quality of the black's attire, his position within the house, and his power to deny the white
entrance heighten the racial tensions. That was not the case the second time around. Learn More A variation of
narration strategies have been used in telling the story. Being a sharecropper, Ab and his family had to share
half or two-thirds of the harvest with the landowner and out of their share pay for the necessities of life. Poor
whites, too, can be "owned" as blacks were. He responds to the honor and integrity epitomized by the Sartoris
Old South as he also is attracted to the material splendors of the aristocratic South. Hamblin, Robert, and
Charles, Hamblin. He would not hesitate to burn down the barns of rich people who opposed his ideas. We
later learn that Colonel Sartoris is a celebrated Civil War general from the county and that is who Sarty is
named after. A William Faulkner Encyclopedia. It gives an overview of the story. If anything there would
appear to be a renewal within Sarty. One can therefore conclude that Sarty, who is named after Colonel John
Sartoris, represents those ideas of truth and integrity Loges  Abner Snopes is full of hatred and he is always
ready to defend himself even when no one has an argument against him. The superiority exercised over him
seems to have caused a psychological effect that causes him to act the way he does. However, when the years
of the American Civil War came, dragging a number of economical, political and social issues, the people
must have felt betrayed, just like Sarty felt when his father neglected him Godden  Although the father is a
destructive individual, abusive and violent within the family, slothful about work, a man to be feared, still he
embodies many qualities Faulkner celebrates. The Sitting Bee, 10 Aug. At this moment young Colonel
Sartoris Snopes whose very names pit the aristocratic, land-owning rich against the tenant farmer poor is
ushered into the reality of class differences, that being the cleavage within the local community. In his book,
Godden explores most of the works by William Faulkner. Faulkner's setting is one of the most important
literary elements in the story. After they flee the country, Abner is still abusive to his family. We can focus on
the description of the de Spain home and property, with its opulence and privilege, as representative of the
Agrarians' version of "the good life. Sarty is the protagonist surrounded by his father antagonism whereas Ab
is the protagonist antagonized by the social structure and the struggle that is imposed on him and his family.
Faulkner continues to explore the theme of loyalty after Sarty and his father leave the store. Let's see if we can
help you! The beauty of Faulkner's writings are that the characters and ideas are haunting, memorable and
alive and his language is both beautiful and haunting. The overview id based on the characterization, plot,
setting as well as the major themes of the story. The house servant opens the door as soon as they get there and
tells him the Major isn't home. His image of Mrs. Indeed, the idea of patriotism has always been a distinct
feature of the American nation; like a child related to the parent, the USA population related to their state.


