
A REVIEW OF SCOTT TUROWS BOOK PRESUMED INNOCENT

Presumed Innocent book. Read reviews from the world's largest community for readers. Hailed as the most suspenseful
and compelling novel in decades.

The perspective of a judge is perforce calmer and more judicious, if you will, than that of hotshot prosecutors,
and there was less palpable excitement in the second book. But I wanted with wild, wild abandon, with a
surging, defiant, emboldened desire, I wanted the extreme â€” the exultation, the passion and the moment, the
fire, the light. And I'd just like to go back to that. Turow did not cause this shift on his own, of course. And so
I think that's the only way you can have a book with -- so in a way I'm criticizing the book I guess that she's
depicted as being horrifically victimized. Good morning, Wayne. To fly above this obscure world of anguish,
this black universe of pain! The younger of the two lawyer -- the defense lawyers, Kemp. In other words, it's
not like a double jeopardy problem. You know, there's a grotesque murder and there's a lot of deceit and
duplicity, basically on the part of all concerned. This question of the integrity of the criminal justice system
generally, the integrity of the particular individuals who are involved in the book, the integrity of the judge
who ends up presiding over Rusty Sabich's trial, the integrity of his boss, Raymond Horgan, his own integrity,
and without, you know, I'm not sure if we should provide an spoilers here, but the integrity of other people
around him. Short break, more of your calls when we come back. She's the kind of woman who says to him,
you know, while they're together, does Barbara do this for you? This is what I ought to be writing. It was a
front page article indicating that essentially the balance of power in the courtroom in criminal cases has shifted
from judges to prosecutors. The investigator-as-suspect plot was a card he could only play once, and even in
his sequel, Innocent, wherein Rusty is once again accused of murder, Turow does not reach the same height of
intimacy between reader and character that made his first novel such a hit. The most critical piece of evidence
comes about when they find a sample of Rusty's sperm in the medical examination of the -- during the
autopsy, and it is revealed to match Rusty's blood type. And so here he knew on page and something a very
critical fact that he didn't tell us. Brand has discovered that Rusty is having an affair [again! The glory.
Presumed Innocent is a wildly innovative work of fiction that upends several genres at once while
simultaneously creating an entirely new subgenre of its own. Or perhaps all these nervous lawyers have caught
the bug from Turow, who understandably betrays a certain trepidation about returning to the themes, the tone,
the sly narrative technique and many of the characters of his first, enormously successful novel. Her murder is
described in tremendous detail and she obviously experienced a very violent ending. Writers as wildly
different as Jonathan Franzen, Michael Chabon, and Donna Tartt maintain high literary standards, both in
terms of language and cultural truth-telling, while still racking up impressive sales. I want to open the phones
here,  When you sit there, I want you to look over and say to yourself, There sits an innocent man. He's a trial
attorney here in Washington. As I remember the narrative is written in the first person. So for -- you know, in
terms of the way the caller reacted I think the impulse to take a shower is really not hard to understand. She
tells him exactly what she has done. But a more persuasive culprit, I would argue, is Turow himself.
Contentment is what they seek; not an adrenalin rush. The child of working-class immigrants, he has by dint
of hard work and intelligence risen to a place of respect in society, but like a wolf that has chewed off a limb
to escape a trap, there is a piece missing in him, a wound that will never heal.


