
A CHARACTER ANALYSIS OF EARNEST WORTHING IN THE

IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST BY OSCAR WILDE

Jack Worthing, like the other main characters in Wilde's play, is less a realistic character and more an The Importance of
Being Earnest. Oscar Wilde. BUY.

Then Algernon cavorts off to the countryside, seeking amusement. For an unspecified period, Algernon has
pretended to have an invalid friend, Bunbury, who lives in the country and whose frequent relapses give
Algernon the perfect excuse to escape to the country whenever he likes. Because of her lack of awareness of
truth, the humor is, of course, unintentional. For example, she will not accept Jack as a husband for
Gwendolen because he is unaware of who his biological parents are and therefore lacks a respectable family
pedigree. Both women are in the habit of making outrageous pronouncements with an air of absolute
authority. She is cunning, narrow-minded, authoritarian, and possibly the most quotable character in the play.
When Lady Bracknell questions his qualifications for marrying her daughter, he knows she wants to hear
about his pedigree. Wilde is able to soften Jack's respectability and position as a symbol of the ruling class by
showing his enormous sense of humor. He lives in London. Comedic convention demands that youth and love
always win over age and its antiquated attitudes. As a recognized upper-class Victorian, Jack has earned
respectability only because of his adopted father's fortune. Jack: When one is placed in the position of
guardian, one has to adopt a very high moral tone on all subjects. In the first scene, he liberally dispenses
"shoulds" to Algernon. Further, she disapproves of his origin as a foundling in a cloak-room at Victoria
railway station because of the social unacceptability of such a public place, which then carried the suggestion
of illicit liaisons. Jack also gives Wilde an opportunity to explore attitudes about Victorian rituals such as
courtship and marriage. Through the figure of Lady Bracknell, Wilde manages to satirize the hypocrisy and
stupidity of the British aristocracy. Like Gwendolen, she is obsessed with the name Ernest, but she is even
more intrigued by the idea of wickedness. Both men go to great lengths in order to make their lies become the
truth. When Lady Bracknell refuses to allow Jack to marry Gwendolen on the grounds of his socially
unacceptable origins at a railway station, it becomes imperative for Jack to find out who he really is. Through
Lady Bracknell, Wilde lampoons the superficiality of upper-class and middle-class morality, which fixated on
appearances at the expense of the reality. It's hard to keep the two characters straight. Like Cecily, Gwendolen
inverts the conventional Victorian gender roles of aggressive male and submissive female: she is the aggressor
in her romantic relationship with Jack. Jack uses his alter-ego Ernest to keep his honorable image intact. A
bachelor, he is successfully wooed by Miss Prism. Jack decides not to confess the truth of his name until
Gwendolen gets it out of him in act two: Jack: It is very painful for me to be forced to speak the truth. The
funeral garb for his fake brother's death and the story about the French maid both show that while Jack longs
for respectability, he still has the wit and rebelliousness to recognize the ridiculous nature of trivial Victorian
concerns. Algernon is brilliant, witty, selfish, amoral, and given to making delightful paradoxical and
epigrammatic pronouncements. Both Jack and Algernon approach Dr. Algernon has also been leading a
double life. She cares nothing about the humane aspects of his disrupted childhood. As an alter ego of Wilde,
Jack represents the idea of leading a life of respectability on the surface in the country and a life of deception
for pleasure in the city. When she asks Jack why he deceived her about his imaginary brother, she supplies the
answer herself. Jack has a country estate in Hertfordshire, where Cecily lives. Read an in-depth analysis of
Cecily Cardew. Witty Scoundrel Algernon Moncrieff One of the reasons Jack seems comparatively serious is
due to the frivolous and playful nature of his friend, Algernon Moncrieff. Of particular significance is Jack's
role in the dialogues about social attitudes and rituals, such as courtship and marriage. But I intend to crush
them. Lady Bracknell Lady Bracknell is the archetypal upper-class Victorian matron: domineering, snobbish,
and conspicuously lacking in compassion.


