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It points to me as having to wait for the other to give his interpretation of what is happening, an interpretation
that does not necessarily coincide with my own. Levinas concern is to present an alternative view, one where
we do not equate reason, freedom, sovereignty and power. Here, the relationship between the same and the
other, my welcoming the other, is the ultimate fact  The disclosed being is relative to us and not according to
itself. Metaphysics says that objectively true is true for everyone. In death the existing of the existent is
alienated. It inverts it, since here not the past but the future is determinative  We assume it is present before the
manifestation, directing the manifestation. The relation of the desire to the desired that is based on need can be
comprehended. He concludes with a look at several problems that seem to plague Totality and
Infinity-presentation, politics, the feminine, and religion. Attention is not absorption. Its very sense includes a
certain excess. The generosity also appears in conversation, in responding to the other by answering him. Here
he sounds a bit like St Augustine. It can only do so, however, if I take up an ethical relation to the other, that
is, attempt to see what his perspective is so as to learn from it. Large straightens out the warp and weft of
Levinas's text with admirable brevity, clarity, and faithfulness. It cannot make the truth. It is only then, post
facto, that freedom is found to have reality, through obedience. There is, of course, another way of
establishing agreement. I hear my thoughts knocking around all the time, sometimes even like a broken
record. So: in this way, study of the Torah is said to lead to the heavenly Jerusalem. Not the direct discourse of
speech but the indirect discourse of writing. As he also puts this, A relation whose terms do not form a totality
can hence be produced within the general economy of being only as proceeding from the I to the other, as a
face to face, [produced] as delineating a distance in depth[the distance] of conversation, of goodness, of desire
ibid. His family spoke Yiddish and Russian â€” but Hebrew was the first language he learned how to read and
write. Leibniz had the idea of actually generating this totality through a rational calculus something in part
realized through the modern predicative calculus of logic.


