
HOW TO WRITE AN ABSTRACT FOR A BIOLOGY RESEARCH PAPER

Thus, the abstract should briefly describe the big picture and goal of the research, question you investigated/hypothesis
you tested, experiments you performed.

In most cases, however, a longer background section means that less space remains for the presentation of the
results. The introduction summarizes the relevant literature so that the reader will understand why you were
interested in the question you asked. We compared the absorbance rates in samples with varying enzyme
concentrations and a constant pH of 7, and with samples with constant enzyme concentration and varying pH
levels. In addition to tense problems, the sentence does not tell the reader much about what is meant by the
term effective. An estimated average length for all of this information is only a single paragraph. Without
these results, the experiment would have been useless. This section should not offer any reasons for those
particular conclusions--these should have been presented in the Discussion section. Since your Introduction
went from the general to a specific question, going from the specific back to the general will help to tie your
ideas and arguments together. Only the results are presented. The strain was maintained on malt extract-yeast
extract MY agar as described by Tanaka and Kanbe  The results section should therefore be the longest part of
the abstract and should contain as much detail about the findings as the journal word count permits. Mention
relevant ethical considerations. This can help you to determine which areas of the abstract will require
revisions, either to clarify your meaning or to better highlight your major findings. What was the question
trying to be answered? If specimens were collected for study, where and when that material was collected are
stated. Therefore, the results subsection should be the longest part of your abstract, and you should try to
maximize the amount of detail you include here. The first two sections are very similar and can be grouped
together, but do not have to be. Did it remain constant or was it a variable as well? DO NOT write this section
as though it were directions in a laboratory exercise book. This isn't a diary. If one section ends part of the way
down the page, the next section heading follows immediately on the same page. If necessary, be sure to find
out what these formats are and use them appropriately. Rules to follow when constructing and presenting
figures and tables are presented in a later section of this guide. Methyl jasmonate, a common plant secondary
compound, when applied to surfaces of tomato plants, induces the synthesis of defensive proteinase inhibitor
proteins in the treated plants and in nearby plants as well. Table 4 Open in a separate window Results The
results section is the most important part of the abstract and nothing should compromise its range and quality.
This guide is based on a paper by Gubanich, A. Basically, say why and how the study was made, but don't go
into findings. What further research would be necessary to answer the questions raised by your results? It was
found that if the enzyme was present in large amounts, then the absorption rate was high, and if the pH level
ranged from 6 to eight then the absorption rate was high. Use strong verbs instead of "to be" Instead of: The
enzyme was found to be the active agent in catalyzing If you used human subjects, did they consent to
participate.


