
CALF REARING BUSINESS PLAN

Farming Connect recently visited a dairy farm in west Wales focusing on enhancing its calf rearing efficiency. At
Drysgolgoch, Llwyndrain, in north Pembrokeshire, Seimon and Eleanor Thomas have invested heavily in new
infrastructure on their acre dairy farm.

They are far more likely to notice when an animal is slightly off-colour, perhaps avoiding the need for a vet,
and to sense when a calf not drinking or growing quite as it should. There is nowhere comfortable to lie and
the young calf is breathing in the same air as about other calves. They can budget for the period of time they
have them. This is most likely to occur once a cow is showing obvious signs of disease diarrhoea and weight
loss , but can sometimes happen before these symptoms are obvious. The cows average 6, litres a year at 3.
Ideally, no-one but the calf rearer should be in the building with young calves. Ideally a building used for calf
rearing should allow at least 1. Mike and his wife Kathleen bought Hereford cross calves this spring. Online,
he read about a girl raising money via crowd funding for post graduate study at Oxford. Turnout The calves
are vaccinated against clostridial diseases before turnout to grass and given a booster again four weeks later. A
little time now, when everyone isn't so busy, could save a lot of time - and money - later. Cattle older than 12
months are relatively resistant to infection. We keep a close eye on the calves and isolate them if we notice
anything like scours. Samples are taken from any sick calves to determine the cause of the problem. Young
calves are much more susceptible to JD than adult cattle. On the more specialist side, he has erected the odd
steel framed barn and is putting up an oak framed barn for a customer as well as continuing with estate
maintenance at Brightling Park. Even though the calves are in groups, you have got to treat them as
individuals. We guarantee to buy them back at , , kilograms or whatever. He then either keeps them in hand
for store cattle production or sends the calves out to others on contracts who will farm them on before they are
returned to Jack to be traded as stores. But this year he has a new challenge: farming 67 acres of arable ground
which he has rented from the Brickhouse Estate in East Sussex. Green Lanes Farming is working closely with
Westpoint Farm Vets, and veterinary costs are offset by having veterinary students working with the calves.
Good drainage will help keep your facilities hygienic; you must be able to disinfect the floor and building
between batches of calves, or in case of disease outbreak. An old hay barn or implement shed may be ideal, or
you may choose to build a dedicated calf rearing area. If you do choose a concrete floor, put down a very deep
layer of bedding mm thick of post peelings, bark or shavings. This keeps the calves happy and content. This
was apparent at a recent calf-to-beef farm walk on the property of Mike Flynn in Puckaun, Co Tipperary.
Feeding utensils and feeders are thoroughly cleaned every day. The calf rearing area, including calf paddocks,
must be separated from areas used by adult cattle, and not take any drainage from laneways, yards and
paddocks used by adult cattle. You are viewing your 1 free article Register now to receive 2 free articles every
7 days or subscribe for unlimited access. I do not want to be a balance sheet farmer. In the next few months, he
plans to buy in some young stock to increase the herd as mature cattle would be too expensive. Jane Brown
reports. He is unloaded at the mart and put into a pen with around 30 calves from all different herds. When the
landowner came to sell the farm, Chris French was able to buy it. Any profit which Green Lanes Farming
makes from this approach is always reinvested into expansion and growth. He currently has about 1, animals
on the ground at any one time. With over 1. Now ,you may be asking yourself if there is any need for all this
injecting and dosing. The parlour is fitted with a transfer line which pumps milk directly into holding units in
the calf shed. I want all my money to be in the animals so that I can take a bit off the top and keep the capital
liquid and fairly fluid. This is done so as to minimise transfer of disease to healthy calves that are already on
farm. The less stress a calf is under, the less likely it is to get sick and the more likely it is to thrive. By the
time the calf is unloaded into the comfort of his new home, at 11pm, he is tried, hungry, extremely stressed
and has been in contact with every virus and bacteria imaginable. Photo: Fergal Shanahan Vaccination is not
only vital to boost the calf's immunity, but it also protects the other calves that are already on the farm. The
most common way JD is spread through a herd is by calves coming into contact with infected faeces or soil,
and other things contaminated with faeces.


