
ANTIGONE GENDER ROLES ESSAY

Antigone is a bold and assertive woman who threatens to upset gender roles in her community by defying the most
powerful entity in Thebes.

How can we fight men. The men in Antigone take advantage of the fragility present in the women, coinciding
with the social characteristics of the Ancient Greek society Antigone  Author: Brandon Johnson. He wants to
make an example of her and punish her for going against his law and his gender role. The women perpetrate
the climax of the play and then follow through with the catharsis by the power of influence, a component
unseen by the society of Ancient Greece. The play opens up at the end of a war between Eteocles and
Polyneices, sons of Oedipus and brothers of Antigone and Ismene. She is like all other women in her society
who know their boundaries. Many women in the kingdom probably felt the same as Antigone but they dare
not express them to a man. Quick Links. As a result, both men reassert themselves obsessively against the
threat of emasculation. The connotation of sexism in the Ancient Greek society is supported by every
character except for Antigone; she is the one exception. Unfortunately, Ismene beliefs and actions were those
of many women in their society. Just as Antigone gives her life because of the unconditional devotion she has
for her brother and continues supporting him even after he was no longer alive, Eurydice lives in a
companionship with her husband and then later gives her life for Haemon, her son. In this play, Antigone
unravel almost totally in the series of one day, in one spot the Palace , and in broadly undisturbed conversation
and action. The gender roles are very important because they create tension in the story, which helps build up
to the climax. Antigone is evasive in falling under the stereotypical gender role of respecting the words of
man. Festinger, Leon. Additionally, because that society was deeply rooted in mythologies, most women
thought that if they stood out, they would anger the gods hence bring curses upon themselves. This quality of
women proves exactly why their role is so critical even if some of the men are unwilling to acknowledge it.
Ismene is aware of how difficult defying a man could be, but the fact that she is a female makes the task far
from attainable. While the plot of the play seems to explicitly reaffirm the gender essentialism prevalent in
ancient Greece, do the characters themselves endorse the same gender ideology? Creon feels Antigone is
trying to rule over him. This description of love thus blurs the boundaries of gender essentialism that the
Chorus had initially set up, and exposes the socially constructed, arbitrary nature of essentialist gender
associations. SIU Press, 


