
WOMEN RIGHTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Saudi Arabia has lifted its restrictions on women traveling abroad, the most notable weakening yet of the country's
notorious guardianship.

Until very recently, it seemed it was just a matter of time before women achieved equality with men.
Moreover, a United Nations Development Program-backed study found that there were only 18, marriages in
the country between Lebanese women and foreigners between and  Dress code The dress code in Saudi Arabia
is governed by Sharia law. What is the hajj? However, the Islamic resurgence of the s has threatened the gains
that women have made. The case of year-old Amina Filali made headlines in when she killed herself after
being forced to marry her rapist, who evaded prosecution this way. Political Repression Under Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman, Saudi authorities have intensified a coordinated crackdown on dissidents, human
rights activists, and independent clerics. However, her case ultimately led to Morocco repealing the law
allowing rapists to avoid prosecution by marrying their victims. Women have no right to unilateral divorce
and are subject to lengthier and more costly processes. Hanai married a German-Arab of the Muslim faith in
after receiving a permit from the Interior Ministry, and gave birth to their son in  One sees the impact that
Islamic fundamentalism can have on women's status in Iran, where in the wake of the Islamic Revolution most
of the legal reforms benefiting women have been cancelled and women have been relegated to traditional roles
in the home. Women who attempt to flee an abusive spouse or family can be arrested and returned to their
families. In Syria, a country with secular as well as religious courts, marriage contracts are also signed by the
future husband and the father of the bride. Women achieved something approximating legal equality with men
under the forceful leadership of the charismatic nationalist heroes Kemal Ataturk in Turkey in the s and Habib
Bourguiba in Tunisia in the s , under the Shah of Iran in the s, and in the Marxist states of the Peoples'
Democratic Republic of South Yemen and Somalia in the s. On YouTube, they telecast live hajj and now,
Google, iTunes and other sites have come out with hajj apps to help pilgrims better understand and perform
the hajj rituals. CSQ Issue:. Thus, the improvement in the status of women has not resulted from pressures
from women's groups as much as from the desire of male members of the political elite to modernize and
industrialize their societies, using law reform as a tool of social engineering. The Islamic fundamentalist
movement has campaigned to forestall any legal changes that might undermine male domination and privilege
in the family and to eliminate reforms that have enhanced women's rights - a campaign which invokes
traditional interpretations of Islamic law as its justification. Employment Discrimination Saudi Arabia has
increased employment opportunities for women in recent years in areas previously closed to them. He was not
entitled to residency or even his inheritance. Women's rights in Saudi Arabia: A timeline Women can vote and
get elected In Saudi Arabia's municipal elections, women were able to vote and run for office for the first time.
When the issue comes up for discussion, the subject of Palestinian refugees is often raised at the same time,
particularity in Lebanon. Fore more stories visit themedialine. On their return journey to Mecca, the pilgrims
stop on a plain called Muzdalifah to collect stones, which they will throw at three pillars in Mina to
symbolically stone the devil. Male guardians The concept of male guardianship implies that women shouldn't
make important decisions regarding their own lives, and that they need protection when out and about in the
world. Morocco recently updated their family law, built around the Moudawana, or family code. Unlike in
Lebanon, though, fear of large-scale demographic change is not as prevalent. The pilgrimage is also a hotbed
of infectious disease, as pilgrims from every corner of the planet often trek around in the heat barefoot and
share tight sleeping quarters. One of them was Sarah Attar, who ran the women's meter race at the Olympics
in London wearing a headscarf. Observation of actual cases suggests that many husbands tended to abuse this
extremely easy method of divorce, which led to a great deal of insecurity and anxiety for many wives. The one
with the most traction was put forward by the NCLW; it would give citizenship to underage children of
Lebanese mothers, while those aged 18 or over would only be granted residency permits, with eligibility for
citizenship after five years. That was also the year they were first allowed to run for "elected office" in the
absolute monarchy. At the Saudi polls, 20 women were elected to municipal roles in the absolute monarchy.
Attempts to reform the law have so far failed. In , a stampede resulted in around 2, deaths, making it the worst
catastrophe in the history of hajj.


