
AS YOU LIKE IT AND THE

As You Like It is a pastoral comedy by William Shakespeare believed to have been written in and first published in the
First Folio in The play's first.

Oliver describes how Orlando stumbled upon him in the forest and saved him from being devoured by a
hungry lioness. Not far away, and unaware of the newcomers, Duke Senior is living a simple outdoor life with
his fellow exiled courtiers and huntsmen. Rosalind reveals she is a girl and marries Orlando during a group
wedding at the end of the play. At the centre the optimism of Rosalind is contrasted with the misogynistic
melancholy of Jaques. Shaw liked to think that Shakespeare wrote the play as a mere crowdpleaser , and
signalled his own middling opinion of the work by calling it As You Like Itâ€”as if the playwright did not
agree. This evidence implies that the play was in existence in some shape or other before  Oliver meets Aliena
Celia's false identity and falls in love with her, and they agree to marry. Orlando decides to wrestle for his
fortune at Frederick's court, where he sees Rosalind and they fall in love. Taking her to be a young man,
Orlando confides in Rosalind that his affections are overpowering him. Duke Senior's daughter, Rosalind, has
been permitted to remain at court because she is the closest friend and cousin of Frederick's only child, Celia.
Duke Senior calms Orlando and, when he learns that the young man is the son of his dear former friend,
accepts him into his company. The main action of the first act is no more than a wrestling match, and the
action throughout is often interrupted by a song. As time passes, Phoebe becomes increasingly insistent in her
pursuit of Ganymede, and Orlando grows tired of pretending that a boy is his dear Rosalind. Duke Frederick
has recently deposed his brother, Duke Senior, as head of the court. In several scenes, "Ganymede"
impersonates Rosalind' so a boy actor would have been playing a girl disguised as a boy impersonating a girl.
The posthumous publication of Hero and Leander would have revived interest in his work and the
circumstances of his death. The play, turning upon chance encounters in the forest and several entangled love
affairs in a serene pastoral setting, has been found, by many directors, to be especially effective staged
outdoors in a park or similar site. Act II, i. But he allowed Senior's daughter, Rosalind, to remain, and she and
Celia, the new Duke's daughter, watch the wrestling competition. Both Duke Senior and Orlando take refuge
in the forest, where justice is restored "through nature. In many of the love-stories, it is love at first sight. The
inhabitants of Duke Frederick's court suffer the perils of arbitrary injustice and even threats of death; the
courtiers who followed the old duke into forced exile in the "desert city" of the forest are, by contrast,
experiencing liberty but at the expense of some easily borne discomfort. Other critics have found great literary
value in the work. Duke Senior gives her away to Orlando, while Phoebe accepts Silvius. This may be
intended as the Ardennes , a forested region covering an area located in southeast Belgium, western
Luxembourg and northeastern France, or Arden, Warwickshire , near Shakespeare's home town, which was
the ancestral origin of his mother's familyâ€”who incidentally were called Arden. Audrey by Philip Richard
Morris Orlando and his servant Adam, meanwhile, find the Duke and his men and are soon living with them
and posting simplistic love poems for Rosalind on the trees. Orlando agrees, and the love lessons begin. The
group congregates before Duke Senior and his men. Their merriment is interrupted by the arrival of Orlando,
who seeks nourishment for himself and his servant. Fearing censure if he should beat a nobleman, Charles
begs Oliver to intervene, but Oliver convinces the wrestler that Orlando is a dishonorable sportsman who will
take whatever dastardly means necessary to win. At the end of the play the usurping duke and the exiled
courtier Jaques both elect to remain within the forest. External evidence[ edit ] As You Like It was entered
into the Register of the Stationers' Company on 4 August as a work which was "to be stayed", i. In fact, the
epilogue, spoken by Rosalind to the audience, states rather explicitly that she or at least the actor playing her is
not a woman. Audrey deserts her young suitor, William, for him. Orlando and Rosalind, Oliver and Celia,
Silvius and Phebe, and Touchstone and Audrey all are married in the final scene , after which they discover
that Frederick also has repented his faults, deciding to restore his legitimate brother to the dukedom and adopt
a religious life. Oliver, sent into the Forest to hunt down Orlando, has his life saved by his brother, becomes
filled with remorse for his past behaviour and falls in love with Aliena.


