
WHAT ARE COLLEGE ESSAY READERS LOOKING FOR

College admission officers look to the essay for evidence that a student can to write about high-minded topics or exotic
locales simply to impress the reader.

It's better to develop one small event, person, place or feeling with a lot of narrative and specifics. Take a look,
and start to formulate your plan. Write about that. At the top, I have neatly sewn on three items. It might be
your favorite book or the Pythagorean theorem. Failure is essayistic gold. You may also want to make a
connection to how this has inspired some part of your educational journey or your future aspirations. So
application essays are a unique way for applicants to share, reflect, and connect their values and goals with
colleges. My parents would have much preferred that I write about sports or youth group, and I probably could
have said something interesting about those, but I insisted on writing about a particular fish in the pet store I
worked atâ€”one that took much longer than the others to succumb when the whole tank system in the store
became diseased. The red flags on the map represent the places I will travel to, possibly to teach English like I
did in Cambodia or to do charity work with children like I did in Guatemala. It could be a Moleskine notebook
if you really want to do it with panache. Sometimes the seemingly smallest moments lead us to the biggest
breakthroughs. Nobody expects you to be perfect and acknowledging times in which you have felt nervous or
scared shows maturity and self-awareness. They are curious to discover what you choose to show them about
who you are, what you value, and why. Many are boring. We want to learn about growth. The truth is,
admission reviewers rarely knowâ€”or careâ€”which prompt you are responding to. Admissions officers
should have no problem answering these questions for you. Keep it simple! How much weight is given to the
essay as part of the whole application? What does "Levi's" suggest? Did you notice? My brother's hot cocoa:
Why hot cocoa? The key to convincing the admissions officers is in understanding what they are looking for. I
once had a student explain how she single-handedly saved a summer camp. As with tip 7 , this serves two
functions: 1 it distinguishes your essay from those that are poorly written; and 2 it reassures the admissions
board of your excellent command of written English. Are you thinking of comic books? Maybe you are
excellent at study groups or other forms of collaborative work. And I would now like to apologize to those
students I skimmed over. Do you excel in athletics or art? Or instead of trying to condense that two-week
backpacking trip into a couple of paragraphs, tell your reader about waking up in a cold tent with a skiff of
snow on it. How might I bring honor and prestige to the university? At any rate, find out from the rep how
essays are weighted and used in the admissions process. Help your students overcome their nervousness and
encourage them to start writing. Some beginning writers think the present tense makes for more exciting
reading. The layouts of the pages are already imprinted in my mind, so I simply draw them on scratch paper.
There is nothing better than that. Nouns ground us, name me, define you. While you want to share your
thoughts in the best possible light edit please! Since then, I have wanted to be a librarian. Do I belong to any
clubs or organizations? So instead of talking generally about playing percussion in the orchestra, hone in on a
huge cymbal crash marking the climax of the piece. Your admissions essay should go through several stages
of revision. Make notes where and when you can so that you can capture those organic thoughts for later.


