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Both nurse- and physician-prescribed therapy are included. Clients have problems for which no textbook
answers exist. Nurses use a knowledge base to make decisions, generate new ideas, and solve problems.
Commitment is the third level of critical thinking. Diagnoses provide the basis for determination of a plan of
care to achieve expected outcomes. Implementation Assist with the establishment of priorities. Gather data to
confirm or eliminate problems. Nurses need to seek knowledge, act quickly, and make sound clinical
decisions. Nurse must decide what can be done to lessen or solve an actual problem or prevent a risk problem
from becoming an actual problem. Evaluate the effectiveness of nursing activities. Assist with the
development of realistic patient-centered desired patient outcomes. The nurse decides what interventions will
be effective. Hear others think aloud to help learn how other people reason. The science of nursing continues
to grow. Look for relationships between concepts or ideas. Critical thinking challenges you to think creatively,
search for the answer, collect data, make inferences, and draw conclusions. Figure Modified from Potter, P.
This can be done through reflective journaling and concept mapping. Louis: Mosby. Table further discusses
critical thinking skills. In Chapter 1 we talked about the attributes of a profession. Students learn to think
beyond and synthesize knowledge. Table discusses these attitudes. The nursing process will be discussed
specifically in the following chapters Chapter Assessment Chapter Nursing Diagnosis Chapter Planning for
Nursing Care Chapter Implementing Nursing Care Chapter Evaluation There are 11 attitudes a new nurse
needs when thinking critically. Safety and security needs come before love and belonging needs.
Fundamentals of nursing. Analyze or critique behaviors. Life-threatening and health-threatening problems are
ranked before other types of problems. When caring for clients and their family members, nurses need to think
smart in order to make sensible judgments so the client can receive appropriate nursing care. You will soon
learn that critical thinking and the nursing process are interwoven. Priorities change as the patient progresses
in the hospitalization; as some problems are resolved, new ones can be addressed. Nursing Intervention
Classification NIC is a research group working at the University of Iowa to standardize the language used to
organize and describe interventions. Physiologic needs come before safety and security. Nursing Sensitive
Outcome Classification NOC is a research group working at the University of Iowa who have developed a
standardized system to name and measure the results of patient outcomes. Intellectual and emotional growth
involves learning new knowledge, as well as refining the ability to think, solve problems, and make
judgments. An intellectual standard is a guideline or principle for rationale thought. Suggest interventions.
Nurses need to be flexible and open to new information. Critical thinking is a complex process, and no single
simple definition explains all of the aspects of critical thinking. Specifically in nursing we use diagnostic
reasoning and inference, clinical decision making, and nursing processes. The plan of care is changed during
this phase of the nursing process.


